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The Season of Blossoms

When a friend said that she wanted to come see Minamiboso and experience the countryside, I advised her
to avoided winter because it would be cold and there would be nothing much. However, she ended up coming
in winter because of her annual leave.

Coming from Singapore where it's summer all year round, we were under the impression that winter is when
all the plants wither and spring is when all the flowers blossom. So when my friend came to Minamiboso, she
was surprised to find flowers blooming in the winter. She found the narcissus swaying in the breeze adorable
and was surprised to learn that the rapeseed plant is appreciated not only for its flowers, but also because it is
edible. When we drove along the ocean road, she marvelled at the beauty of the ocean, and would not stop
taking pictures of everything she found interesting in the city.

Looking at my friend's reaction, I realised that saying that “there's nothing in Minamiboso City in the winter”
showed that I'd lost the sense of amazement that I had when I first moved here. It's not that Minamiboso is no
longer interesting, but because it's right there, so I've ended up taking everything for granted.

The CIR position comes with a deadline and I am well aware that I will have to leave this place one day.
Thanks to my friend, I'm reminded to fully explore and appreciate every inch of Minamiboso while I still can.
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