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Steam locomotive

During a long break, | went to Iwate prefecture for the SL Ginga. When | told a friend living
in Iwate that | had no other plans, she went, “You're coming all the way up here just to ride
the train?! Are you a train otaku?”

That's not quite right. You can't really call me a train otaku. After all, | don't know much
about trains. | just like retro stuff and enjoy riding trains and the scenery. If you forgive the
fact that your white shirt will turn black from the soot, | don't think that there is a more
comforting or comfortable way to spend time.

Less than one month after | dragged that friend in Iwate to ride the SL Ginga with me, |
brought a friend who lives in Tokyo to ride the SL Paleo Explorer in Saitama with me. Both
friends had never taken trains pulled by steam locomotives before, but they fell in love with
it from the very first whistle and both of them are making their own plans to take another
steam train.

And me? It's not a steam engine, but I'm aiming to take Chiba's very own Kominato
Railway.
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