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Keretapi Tanah Melayu (KTM)

When | was little, my family would take the night train to Kuala Lumpur to visit my
grandmother. We would arrive at Tanjong Pagar Railway Station early, get our tickets, and
have dinner there. My sisters and |, three of us at that time, would order prata with curry -
even though we couldn't take spiciness well - and a cup of hot, frothy teh tarik each. After
dinner, while waiting to board, my sisters and | would explore the station lobby or play 'l
spy” with the tiled murals on the walls.

All passengers had to walk through a lane lined with K9 before we could board the train.
My younger sister and | were tiny and we were terrified of the German shepherds, so we
would hide behind our elder sister when going past them. The train would depart at 9 p.m.
and after running for 1 hour, it would stop for a while at the border. Immigration officers
would board the train and check each passenger's passport and ticket. When that was
done, the train would steadily chug its way up north.

Tanjong Pagar Railway Station and the land that the railroad ran through belonged to
Malaysia until 2011, when it was finally returned to Singapore. The railroad is now a national
park and Tanjong Pagar Railway Station is now a designated National Monument.
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