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Breakfast

When | happen to wake up early on a non-workday, | would crave for the traditional
Singapore breakfast set. While the set consists of toast with egg and coffee like the ‘morning
set’ in coffee shop in Japan, the breakfast experience is rather different, starting from the
atmosphere of the shop.

The kopi (traditional coffee) is usually served first. While waiting for the rest of my breakfast,
| would enjoy the strong and fragrant kop/i and people-watch. Unlike calm and quiet Japanese
coffee shops, the kopitiam (also known as a hawker center) is lively and bustles with life.
Retired old men gather to chat or play Chinese chess while having a cup of morning coffee.
On the weekends and holidays, parents bring their child out to enjoy some quality time
together over breakfast.

Next comes two kaya toasts - with a thick layer of kaya (coconut jam) and a chunk of cold
butter sandwiched between two thinly-sliced, hot and crunchy toast - and two soft-boiled
eggs. The soft-boiled eggs are softer than Japanese onsen eggs. Scraping the remaining egg
white out of the egg shells is one of the things | enjoy. Everyone has a different way of eating
it. Some would down the eggs and some would dip the toast in the eggs. Some from the
elder generation would even mix the egg into their coffee and drink that down.
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