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Free!

Singaporeans often joke that queueing is our favourite past time second only to eating. Our
kiasu* spirit makes queueing up for hours on end possible in hot and humid Singapore.

When Uniglo opened its latest outlet in Singapore in March, a queue started forming
outdoors an hour before the store opened. Mind you, there were already 26 Uniglo stores in
Singapore by then and Uniglo was no longer a new concept. Even then, some people wanted
to be the first to take a look at the new store, and others wanted the free kaya toast and
kopi that were being given away to the first 200 visitors. The best part of this story is that
the nearest kaya toast shop was a mere 2 minute walk away and they could have enjoyed a
nice hot kaya toast set with soft-boiled eggs in air-conditioned comfort for just $4.90 (around
450 yen) .

While the kiasu spirit leads Singaporeans to do such seemingly silly things, it is also a good
motivation to work and study hard. Still, it is funny how much power the word ‘free” has on
Singaporeans.

*In Singapore, the fear of losing out, kiasu, is characterised by someone taking extreme
measures to achieve a goal or be ahead of everyone else.
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