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Rubbish

The first time | visited Japan, | had a shock when | wanted to dispose of rubbish such as drink
bottles or food packaging. | couldn't find a single rubbish bin!

In Singapore, there are rubbish bins everywhere: at bus stops, train stations, street corners,
traffic junctions:-- We also have blue recycle bins where all recyclable rubbish can be thrown in
without sorting. Since there are rubbish bins everywhere, it makes no sense at all for anyone to
litter.

Now, let's think about household rubbish. How do you think we dispose of them? Sort them, then
leave them at rubbish collection points like in Japan? Nope. At the lift
lobby of every floor in an apartment block, there is a rubbish chute like
the one in the photo. All rubbish thrown down this chute accumulate
in a collection point on the first floor. Recyclables are thrown into a
recycle bin or down the recycle chute. The rubbish is then collected by
a rubbish truck every morning.

In Singapore, we have limited rubbish processing facilities. So, while
recycling is being promoted, we are also taught from young to reduce’
and Teuse . There is an increasing number of people trying to reduce
the amount of rubbish they produce by avoiding excessive packaging,
bringing their own water bottles and using their own containers when
taking food away. Do you also reduce and reuse?
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