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Red&White : Singapore - the Lion City

Once upon a time, an Indonesian prince called Sang Nila Utama went out hunting. As he and his men
ran to catch a fleeing deer, they reached the top of a hill. They lost sight of the deer but Sang Nila
Utama saw an island he had never seen before in the far distance.

He asked his men, "What is that island?”

“Temasek, my lord,” replied his men.

To which, the prince declared, “Let's go there!”

They took a boat and started sailing towards the island. However, along the way, a storm arose. The
boat was at the mercy of the rain, the wind, and the waves and they were in danger of capsizing. The
men threw all the cargo overboard to keep the boat afloat, but it was no use.

Then, Sang Nila Utama's trusted advisor told the young prince, “You are the descendant of the Sea
King's daughter! Throw your crown into the seal”

The prince did as he was advised, and the storm abated, and the sea calmed down instantly.

When they reached the shores of Temasek, they caught sight of an animal they had never seen
before. It was a magnificent animal and it looked deep into the prince's eyes. Then, it disappeared into
the jungle.

“What was that animal?” the prince asked.

No one had seen such an animal before, but one of his men said, ‘| have heard of an animal that is
regal and majestic, and they call it the singa (*1)

Sang Nila Utama liked the island and decided that he would make this island his Kingdom, naming it
Singapura (*2) , the Lion City.

(*1) Sanskrit for lion” . (*2) Malay for ‘Singapore’ .

This is article is part of the 'Red&White' series for Singapore's National Day. Scan the QR code to
access the Minamiboso International Exchange Association's Facebook or Instagram to read more about
Singapore!
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