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Pasar malam

In Singapore and Malaysia, night markets are known as pasar malam. In the past, pasar malam
were indispensable. Unlike nowadays, there were no shopping malls in the past, and people had to go
to shopping areas that may be very far away in order to buy what they needed. Pasar malam were
organised by hawkers to sell their wares such as food, clothes, shoes, and furniture among other things
at residential areas. Unlike Taiwan's Shilin Night Market, where the stalls are neat and organised, the
pasar malam is made up of temporary tents along a street or on an open field.

In modern times, pasar malam in Singapore change location every month, but in Malaysia, some pasar
malam do not move. The pasar malam in the town where | was born opens every Saturday from 5 p.m.
on the same stretch of street. There are stalls that appeal to children with things like cotton candy or
character masks, and curiously, there are stalls that sell things like thin mattresses and house gates.

However, the most popular stalls are probably the food and drink stalls. Families will buy local snacks
for the week or food for the night or the next day. In Singapore and Malaysia, eating while walking is a
common occurrence. In addition to a full meal, one can get a variety of finger food. You can also find
food that you cannot find in shops, like Hakka-style salt-baked chicken and lok lok, a standing hotpot
stall with ingredients on a skewer.

Festive, yet not a festival, pasar malam is a local delight that, while not essential, is a large part of
Singaporean and Malaysian lifestyle.

% The Hakka people are one of the many ethnic Chinese group. A diasporic group of people, they mostly
settled in Southern China and can now be found all over the world. From the locals' perspective, the

Hakka people were “visitors” and not local, hence the name hakka (literally, guest people) .
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