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Santa isn't real?

Do you believe in Santa Claus? As December rolls around and it gets colder, we not
only desire physical warmth, but also heart-warming feelings.

My family is not Christian, nor are we the type of family who excitedly look forward
to events. There was a period of time when we decorated a Christmas tree and
exchanged presents, but in the end, Christmas is just another regular day for us.
Naturally, | did not believe in a white-bearded grandpa who sneaks into children's house
from the chimney. Furthermore, many Singaporeans live in high-rise buildings, so there
are no chimneys.

While | didn't believe that Santa Claus existed, | was interested in this fictional
character. | wondered, where did he come from? According to many sources, Santa
Claus is inspired by Saint Nicholas, a kind and generous figure who lived in the 3rd
century. He was beloved by the people even after centuries and gained popularity in
19th century New York, where at the same time, the concept of “‘Christmas is the
season for gift-giving” became rooted in people's minds. In the 1930s, Coca-Cola's
advertisement illustrations popularised the image of Santa Claus as a podgy, jovial,
white-bearded old man in a red suit.

While the way Christmas is celbrated may have changed over the years, the
fundamental message of “being kind and generous to people around you™ has not
changed.

By the way, it is said that kind Santa Claus who gives presents to good children has
a scary partner called Krampus who punishes bad children. If you havent been good,
you better watch out! Merry Christmas!
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