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Ah Boys to Men*

When | first heard the sound of an aircraft in Minamiboso, | looked up and saw a Japanese
Self Defence Force (JSDF) helicopter. My home in Singapore is near an army training ground
and | often heard fighter jets or helicopters. When | was a student, | was afraid of these sounds
because of what | had learnt in history class. However, it dawned upon me later that it is
precisely because of them that we are protected and can be at ease.

While the JSDF and the Singapore Armed Force may have different conditions for operation,
they have the same fundamental mission to “protect” . Protecting the country from foreign
invasions and pressures, and sending manpower and assistance overseas to maintain global
and regional stability all help to protect a country and her people.

Singapore is triple the size of Minamiboso City, with a population of around 600 thousand
less than Chiba Prefecture. As a small country, it is important for Singapore to enlist enough
people to protect the country. Hence, all Singaporean males 18 years old and above have a
duty to serve national service. After the first two years of intensive training, even if they do not
enlist, they are registered as reservists until they turn 40 (or 50 for commissioned officers) .
They also have to go for reservist training every year so that they are always operationally
ready.

It is common for many to become more mentally mature after two years of intensive training.
That is why they say that “ah boys” can only be considered ‘men” after serving national
service.

% “Ah Boys to Men” is a series of Singaporean comedy movies depicting life in national
service.

[Ah Boys to Men] [FE&EDEEZ#EL 2 HR—IUHENEDZRIIRE T,
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