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Deepavali: The Festival of Lights

Also known as Diwali, Deepavali is a major celebration for Indians. This year's Deepavali falls
on 4 November. Just as Japanese winter illuminations are very popular, Deepavali illumination
doesn't pale in comparison. Come October, the streets of Little India are lined with colourful
lights and busy with shoppers.

When | was in primary (elementary) school, our form (homeroom) teacher invited an Indian
classmate's mother to come to school and let us experience some parts of Deepavali She
brought a traditional Indian snack called murukku for us. When we had finished the murukku, she
brought us to an open ground in school and started making a rangoli with coloured rice. She
told us that the rangoli was drawn in front of one's house to invite the Hindu gods in. She also
surrounded the rangoli with oil lamps called diya, saying that the light chases away ‘darkness’ .

That short experience is, of course, not all there is to Deepavali. However, we learned its
meaning, that light triumphs over darkness, knowledge over ignorance, and good over evil.
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