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One-coin Meals

Are there many places in Japan where you can have a full meal, drink-included for 500 yen? In Singapore,
they're everywhere.

In Singapore in the 1800s, there were many hawkers plying the streets selling food. In order to resolve
the problem of unhygienic food, from the 1960s, the government gathered these hawkers in a building and
had them operate from shops. This place is called a “hawker centre” and it is now all over Singapore. On 16
December 2020, the hawker centre was inducted into the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural of Humanity.

The cost of living in Singapore may be high, but it we're talking about food, you can have a full meal,
for example, a plate of chicken rice (SGD3, approximately 234 yen) and a cup of ice coffee (SGD1.20,
approximately 94 yen) , at the hawker centre for less than 500 yen. And if you top-up another 100 yen, you
can even have dessert. Other than having a meal, you also can experience Singapore's culture there. You can
have a variety of cuisine, meet a variety of people, and understand Singapore's food culture and lifestyle. All in
the comfort of T-shirt, shorts and slippers.
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