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Following the New Year

[t has been around a month since the New Year. Have you been well? While we are getting into gear,
there are also some who are preparing for the Lunar New Year on 12 February. In Singapore, there are many
descendants of Chinese who migrated to Singapore generations ago. Even now, they continue to practice
some of their ancestors’ customs and traditions.

Using the Lunar New Year as an opportunity, people gather to have dinner with family and relatives
whom they are usually too busy to meet. Children will give adults their New Year wishes and two mandarin
oranges, and in return, the adults will give the children their New Year wishes and a red packet (similar to an
otoshidama) . Of course, they also snack on a variety of snacks only available during the Lunar New Year.

Also, other than lion dances and dragon dances, a large-scale festival ‘River Hong Bao™ and a parade “Chingay”
occurs every vear. In 1987, Eri Murata and the Schoolmates from Japan participated in the parade. For some
reason, a mikoshi was also carried as part of the parade.

This year, to avoid crowds, the parade will not be carried out on the roads as per previous years. Instead,
people can participate in various activities online and enjoy the festivities at home.
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