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Words Written in Katakana
Japanese has a lot of loan words written in the katakana syllabary. When | first started learning Japanese,
| was really happy about that. Even if | didn't know the word, | could figure it out if it was katakana. Plus, when
l | didn't know what a word was in Japanese, | could just pronounce the English word in katakana, and a lot of
times it worked. For example, if | forgot the Japanese word “gyuunyuu,” | could just say “‘miruku” and people
would understand that | meant “milk” . However, not every katakana word is an actual English word. There are
lots of times when the word isn't comprehensible to English speakers because it's wasei eigo. For example,
the word “Y-shatsu” is completely wasei eigo, and in English we say “dress shirt”. The pronunciation of “Y-shirt”
in English kind of sounds like “why shirt?” , so be careful. Also, “pasokon” is short for “personal computer” ,
 butin English we call it a “laptop” .
There are also katakana words that weren't even English to begin with. The very common word for a part-
time job, “arubaito,” comes from German. An English speaker probably wouldn't know what “arbeit” meant.
‘Anke-to,” “maron,” “piero,” and “bakansu” are all words that come from French. The corresponding English
words are “survey,” ‘chestnut,” “clown,” and “vacation” . However, “debyuu’ is a French word, but we also say
L“debut" in English, so it makes sense to English speakers. Isn't that funny?
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