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Celebrating Valentine’s Day

Valentine's Day is a very romantic holiday to young Japanese, isn't it? When | lived in America, hearing about

things like “obligation chocolate” and “feelings chocolate” was very surprising to me. "Wow, they celebrate like
1 this is a fairytale or something,” | thought.

The way we celebrate in American schools is a little different. Elementary and middle schoolers make an
item called a "Valentine's mailbox.” They decorate something like an empty tissue box and make it into a cute
postbox shape. Everyone puts their mailboxes around the classroom. Then, on Valentine's Day, everyone puts
valentines in the boxes. These valentines are cards with messages written on them instead of handmade

i sweets. Usually they come with a small candy, like a lollipop. More than romantic feelings, friendship is the main
focus.

When you become a high schooler, instead of Valentine's mailboxes, many schools do carnation delivery.
Before Valentine's Day, you send in a form to the student council, and on the day of they'l deliver carmnations to
your friends or the person you like. They often do it during class, so it's really funny. Some people even confess

Lto their crush like this. Though America and Japan celebrate it different ways, Valentine's Day is fun, huh? J
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