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New Year's Eve [ ]

Happy New Year! Everyone, did you have a good New Year's holiday? | went back to America and

i spent it with my friends. When | did, | started thinking about the differences between Japanese and l
American New Year's.

In Japan, it seems customary to return to one's hometown and spend the day with family. On New
Year's Eve, you do things like eating toshikoshi soba and watching the Kouhaku Uta Gassen on TV. .
Compared to Japan, American New Year's Eve is more of a party holiday. After spending Christmas

i with family, on New Year's Eve we gather all our friends and celebrate as a group. Though some l
people spend it out at a club or a bar, lots of people throw a party at their house. It's typical to drink
sparkling cider. Like the Kouhaku Uta Gassen, we watch a program we call “The Ball Drop” broadcast
all night from New York City. Popular bands or singers perform, and celebrities or idols host the .
event. When the clock strikes 12, if you finish your sparkling cider, it's said you'll have a good year.

LAfter a quiet Christmas, a lively New Year's Eve is the best. Let's all toast and celebrate together! ‘
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