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American Weddings

In June | went back to my hometown in the U.S. for my friend's wedding. She and | have been friends
since the first year of elementary, so | was very excited to participate in her special day.

American weddings differ slightly from Japanese weddings. For example, guests don't give money to the
couple. The couple usually creates an online registry of gifts they would like for their new life together, and
guests select a present from there. In return, guests receive treats to take home, or another small gift.

Dancing is also a big part of most American weddings. The first dance is only for the newlywed couple.
Usually they dance slowly to a song of their choice. The next dance is with the bride and her father. This
is traditionally a slow, heartfelt song. Then the floor is open for the guests to dance and have fun. The
type of music depends on the wedding, but usually a range of slow, upbeat, classic, and pop songs are
played.

Sometime during the night, the bride throws her bouguet behind her, where any wiling women and girls
try to catch it. It's said that the one who catches it will be married next.

| had a great time at the wedding, and | wish my friend and her husband a long and happy life together!
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