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Humor

They say that you have learned a language when you can understand their jokes. In my case, I'm
at least part way there. At first, Japanese comedy, particularly 'manzai," made no sense to me even
when | understood the words. It seemed like every time a comedian made a weird face, noise, or dance,
Japanese laughed. | was with my Japanese friend in Kyoto watching "manzai’ on the T.V. and one
comedian began dancing and singing out of the blue. My friend was laughing so hard, so | asked him
why it was funny. He laughed, "l don't know. It doesn't make any sense. But it's funny.”

Two years later Im finally developing a funny bone for Japanese slapstick, but | still have a better
understanding of American stand-up comedy, where one person with a microphone pokes fun at the
quirks of society or palitics. | often listen to American or British stand-up when | cook, but | do enjoy
"owarai" as well. My favorite is "Yoshimoto Shinkigeki."

Comedy is a great way to learn another country's culture and language. It might take a while until
you can laugh, but it's better than reading the translation. Because where's the pun in that?
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