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To Be Honest | Think it's Sexist

Since I've come to Japan | often hear TV commercials saying things like “‘even women can easily use
this product.” This kind of language isn't considered a problem in Japan, but it is a big problem in the U.S.
because it depicts women as weak and is therefore considered sexist.

For example, | recently saw a Japanese ad that advertised a light-weight vacuum as ‘even easy for
women to pick up and walk around with.” This commercial doesn't seem to be a problem to Japanese, but
from my American perspective it's sexist because the fact that it's a man or woman using the vacuum
doesn't matter. We don't use phrases like “‘even women can” because in the U.S. women and men are
considered (for the most part) equal despite any differences in physical abilities.

| think that to Japanese, recognizing physical differences between men and women and acting based on
that isn't considered gender discrimination but simply a distinction. However in the U.S. it is believed that
women can do the same things men can, so language like “even women can” which looks down on women
is considered sexist and unacceptable.

The truth is | strongly dislike this kind of language, but whichever way of thinking you believe to be correct,
it's first important to know that there are many ways to think about it.
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