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My Business Trip to Belgium

In May | had the pleasure of interpreting for two city workers on a trip to Blankenberge, Belgium for
the annual Two Day March. This is the 49th year for the march and the 23rd year of exchange between
Minamiboso and Blankenberge.

Several of the people that welcomed us to Belgium had been to Minamiboso for either the Flower March
or the exchange with the Belgium students in August. They were very kind and helped us with everything
from using the trains to finding our hotel.

Belgium is famous for its beer, waffles, chocolate, and fries, and needless to say | wasn't disappointed. But
| also learned new aspects of Belgian culture. For example, when greeting each other men shake hands and
women kiss each other on the cheek. Kissing in the U.S. as a greeting isn't common but it's not unheard of,
so | quickly got the hang of it.

Another surprise was that during our 15 km walk most of the people drank beer at every stop. That's not
so strange until you learn that some of the beers are 10.5% alcohol! Belgians can certainly hold their liquor.

By far the most shocking thing | saw was someone at breakfast dipping their croissant in a bowl of
coffee! It looked strange to me, but it must be delicious. Despite only being there for seven days, Belgium
has captured my heart and | can't wait to go back someday.
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