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The Keys to Speaking a Language

I've had several people tell me they want to learn English, so | thought | would share what | believe
are the keys to speaking a language. First and most importantly, don't be afraid to make mistakes.
This is the first step in gaining confidence. In a real life conversation you don't have time to check
your grammar, so it's okay if you mess up. When one of us made a mistake, my Japanese teacher
would say, “Oh that's a very good mistake,” and then explain the correct phrase. Speaking and letting
yourself make mistakes is a great way to learn.

Secondly, ask guestions. Although it's impossible to ask what something means every time you don't
understand, ask when you can. If you keep hearing a word or phrase that you don't understand, ask.
You'l likely remember it better that way.

Lastly, speak. Your mouth is a muscle that needs to be taught to move correctly. Words that I've
said before come out easily, words I've never said before don't. (Recently | struggled with saying
azabujuban.) It's simply muscle training. If you don't have someone to speak with, talk to yourself. Youll
find that even if incorrect, words will come out much easier.

Learning a language is a life-long journey, so do your best and have fun with it!
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