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A Lesson in Endurance

These past eight months have taught me a lot about myself. In July 2018, | took a Japanese proficiency test called
JLPT. JLPT tests Japanese-learners on vocabulary, grammar, reading comprehension, and listening. It's divided into levels
of difficulty, from NS being the easiest to N1, which is equivalent to fluency. Passing N1 has been a goal of mine since |
passed N2 in college. | wished upon a daruma | bought that | would pass N1, and filled in one eye.

Unfortunately, | have failed N1 twice in the past year. To be honest | didn't study as much as | should have. | had five
textbooks to study vocabulary, kanji, grammar, reading comprehension, and listening, but every time | opened a book | felt
overwhelmed and demotivated. But when | found out | failed the second time, it gave me a surprising burst of motivation.
So I've decided to take it a third time this July.

What I've come to realize through these failures is that my opponent is not the test, it's me. | can't give in to the voices
that say "youll never get there." Once upon a time | couldn't read hiragana at all. Look at me now. | can even read kanii. If |
can get to this point, | can go the distance. And someday, | am going to fill in my daruma's other eye.
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