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Once When | Rode the Train ...

A while ago | was on a local train to a Japanese language course, sitting alone in front of an older
Japanese woman. Nearby, a group of 5-6 foreigners going to the same program were talking loudly. The
old lady in front of me kept glaring at them. Then finally she muttered under her breath, “Shut up.”

Suddenly | felt embarrassed. | sat there, debating if | should tell the foreigners to be quiet, or if | should
apologize to her. | wanted to say, ‘I'm sorry they are loud. They don't realize it. They're talking about how
nice Japan is.” But | thought for another ten minutes before the train reached our station and all of us
foreigners got off. | wish | had told my fellow foreigners to talk quieter, but | was afraid they would think I'm
stuck up. | wish | had apologized to the old lady on their behalf, but | was afraid she would hate me, too.

| was sad that the woman's impression of all foreigners was probably worsened just because they were
noisy. Perhaps they would have gotten along in a different setting. This made me think once again about
the high barrier between foreigners and Japanese.
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