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The Allure of Japan

Hello! My name is Abigail Krocker and | am the new coordinator for international relations (CIR) in Minamiboso
City. I was born in Fort Wayne, Indiana, in Midwest America, and graduated from Eastern Michigan University with a
Japanese degree this April.

The title of this column, “Abii no tsumaranai mono desu ga” is based on Japan's &
culture of humility. When Japanese give a present, they humble themselves while =
saying something like, ‘It's not very interesting, but---" However, when Americans give =i
a present they often endorse it, for example saying, ‘It's delicious!” | hope to use this Fi
column to express my thoughts on Japanese and American culture, and share my
adventures as well.

Before | moved here, many people asked me why | want to go to Japan. To be
honest, there is no single answer. For some reason I'm drawn toward the kindness
of Japanese people, the blending of the modern and traditional, the beauty of the
language, and more. Even though I'm sad to be separated from my family on the
other side of the world, Japan feels like my second home. There's a saying that
encompasses this perfectly: Travel far enough, you meet yourself.
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