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Road Trips

| love how convenient the bullet train and low-cost airlines are in Japan, but sometimes | miss the freedom of travelling by
car. It's nice to be able to take your time reaching your destination, being able to stop whenever you want, and enjoying the
scenery as you go. Although they are less common these days because of rising gas prices, road trips are still very popular
in America. Cars are a very important part of American culture, and America is a huge country, with lots of diverse nature
and sites to see. Since trains and highway buses don't really exist, if you want to travel in America your only choices are car
or airplane, and flying can be very costly.

When | was younger, it was not uncommon for my family to make the over 10 hour drive to see my mom’s sisters in Florida
or Chicago. When | was in high school, my family took a trip to the other side of America in Arizona. We took an airplane to
Arizona, but when we arrived we rented a car and drove over 1500 kilometers within the state. Last month, my brother went
on a trip where he visited 20 states and drove 10,000 kilometers in 19 days. This summer, my parents are also going on a
cross-country road trip, and | wish | could go with them. Although I've been to 25 prefectures in Japan, 've only been 20 US
States. There's still so much | want to see, especially in the Western part of the country. Hopefully someday | can go on a
road trip in America too!
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