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Father’s Day
Since coming to Japan, | am always surprised when my male friends are complimented for being able to cook. In my family,
my father does all of the cooking. He enjoys trying new kinds of food, and cooking with the tomatoes and herbs that
he grows in our garden. When my father was away on business trips, my mom, brother and | would often go out to eat.
Although | don't think gender roles in America are as strict as Japan, there are still many men who do not cook other than
barbequing hamburgers or hotdogs on the grill outside.
Im very grateful that | grew up with a dad that cooks. My parents have taught me that a family is a team, and everyone
contributes by doing what they are best at, regardless of their gender. My father may
3 a take on the more “feminine” task of cooking for my family. he is also very good at repairing
things, like the cars or washing machine. My mother handles the family finances but she
| also does all of the laundry. Father's day in America is the same day as Japan, the third
Sunday in June. In my family we usually try to take my father out to dinner or cook a meal
for him. | can't spend father's day with my family this year, but | want to thank my father for
always cooking good food for us. I'm looking forward to the next time | can go home and
enjoy his cooking!
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