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School Trips

Last May when my family came to Japan, all of the popular sites in Kyoto and Hiroshima were filled with students on their school
trips. Some of my foreign friends living in Japan don't like being approached by strangers to practice English, but my family really
enjoyed being interviewed in English by children at Fushimi-inari Shrine and the Hiroshima Peace Park because it was a special
opportunity for them to interact with Japanese people. My family went to the Hiroshima Peace Park one week before President
Obama came to visit, so the students that interviewed us there asked us what we thought of him and gave us paper cranes.
Overnight school trips are fairly uncommon in America. When | was in elementary school we
would take day trips to local museums. The farthest | went for a field trip was an aquarium at
the beach two and a half hours away from my hometown, but it was a day trip. Some students
in America take trips to Washington DC to see historical monuments and government buildings,
| but | never got to do this. | was surprised to hear that some Japanese high school students
even take school trips to other countries. Although it's very different than in America, | think that
Japanese school trips would be a lot of fun. They sound like a really nice opportunity to spend
time with your classmates and learn more about a new place!
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