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Taiko

Since coming to Minamiboso, | have been a part of the local tako group, Awa Hachiman Daiko. When | found out | was moving to Japan, it
was my number one wish that | would be able to join a group here. | actually started playing Japanese taiko drums 4 years ago when | was
in college. After | graduated and moved back home, | was able to join a group called Triangle Taiko in my home town as well.

In recent years, group taiko has become quite popular in the United States, but tako actually has quite a long history in America. The drums
were first brought over by Japanese immigrants in the early 1900s for festivals and religious ceremonies. The current form of tako that
is popular in the United States today began in the late 1960s with San Francisco Taiko Dojo. Now there are popular kumidako groups in
towns and colleges throughout America and the world.

One way that my taiko group in America was different than my group here is the style of playing the drums. American taiko groups usually
play a variety of songs from different parts of Japan, and some songs written by Americans as well, so the placement of the drums and the
style of movement can vary a lot. The types of performances differ as well. Triangle Taiko was associated with the local Japan Club, so we
would often perform at their events, including their New Year's, children's day, and Summer Festival. Tako has been one of my favorite ways
to connect with Japanese culture over the past few years. | hope that | can continue to do tako no matter where | live!
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