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The Great Melting Pot

March 17th is a holiday called Saint Patrick's day. Many Americans, especially people of Irish descent go to parades or pubs to
celebrate Irish culture on this day. One of my favorite things about America is that it is a country of immigrants, both historically and
in modern day. Even before America became a country, many people immigrated to America from other countries to build a better
life or enjoy religious freedom. Even though white people make up the majority of the population, white Americans can trace their
ancestry to a variety of different countries. The immigrants that built America over the past 200 plus years and continue to come
to America from all over the world to pursue a better life are the essence of the country itself. Since its early days as a country,
America is known as “the great melting pot” because it is a place where different cultures merge together. Unfortunately, some
Americans seem to have forgotten that America is a country of immigrants. All over the world, there are refugees looking for a
home, but many countries are turning them away. In this dark time, | would like to share the words of hope that are inscribed at the
base of the Statue of Liberty, a symbol of hope for milions of immigrant Americans.

‘Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send
these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, | lift my lamp beside the golden door!” (Emma Lazarus, 1883)
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