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One Year in Minamiboso

At the time of writing this column, | will have been in Minamiboso for just one year. When | came to Minamiboso in August
last year, | was constantly in awe of the scenery, from the blue oceans to the lush green mountains and rice fields. The first
time | saw Mount Fuji across the ocean on a clear day, | was surprised by how large it looked, even from so far away. From the
crisp blue skies in winter, to the bright green patchwork of new leaves on the mountains in early spring, I've enjoyed seeing the
different aspects the seasons in Japan in a way | didn't get to experience when | studied in Nagoya for nine months. One year
later, I'm still in awe of the beauty of this place, but it also feels much more familiar.

I've experienced and learned a lot in the past year. | can drive to all seven areas of the city without using a GPS. I've been to
seven of the eight roadside stations. I've swam in Tokyo Bay and the Pacific Ocean and eaten Biwa, Whale, and Sazae. But more
important than any of these experiences, I'm grateful for the chances this job has provided me to participate in intercultural
exchange. Organizing events with the International Exchange Association and writing this column have provided me with a
chance to share my culture. I'm surprised by how often people tell me that they read this column. On the other hand, I've enjoyed
using everything I've learned about Minamiboso to show foreign visitors around the city and share my experiences with friends
and family back home through social media.

As | look back on my last year as a CIR in Minamiboso, I'm also looking forward to what my second year has in store for me. This
past year was an important year for me as my first time living alone and working in a foreign country as an adult. I'm so glad |
got to spend it in a place like Minamiboso and I'm looking forward to what the next year has in store!
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