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['A bulletin board that my brother and | made with pictures from our childhood]
Mother’'s Day

The second Sunday in May is Mother's Day in both Japan and America. There are a variety of ways Americans celebrate
Mother's Day, such as children giving their mother handmade gifts or cards and cooking breakfast in bed. Many families take
their mother out for a nice meal at a restaurant, to give her a break from cooking for a day. Growing up, | have celebrated
Mother's Day in a variety of ways, from making cards and cakes to writing messages in chalk on the street outside our house.
Some years | have gone out for a girl's lunch or tea with my mother and grandmother, but more often we stay in. As | have
mentioned before, Mother's Day is the second busiest day of the year for restaurants after Valenting’s Day. In my family, my
father does all of the cooking (my host mother in Okinawa always used to joke that she wanted to marry him). Therefore, we
usually try to avoid the crowded restaurants and have a nice meal at home instead.
Growing up, | always really admired my mother. She managed to work while also teaching art classes at my elementary school,
managing the family’s finances, and planning family trips while also doing housework. | have learned a lot from my mother,
including my love of travelling and learning about foreign cultures. I've spent a lot of time with her on weekends shopping,
visiting art museums and seeing movies. My mother has always helped me through hard times and helped me achieve my goals.
On Mother's Day | try to spend it with her, doing the things she wants to do, but the past few years I've spent a lot of Mother's
Days away from my mother because | went to college far from home. This year I'm even farther away over in Japan, but | will see
her soon when my family comes to Japan!
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