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New Beginnings

In Japan, April is a time for new beginnings, with the start of the new school year and young people starting new jobs. In
America, the feeling of new beginnings is a lot more scattered across the course of the year. Naturally, the beginning of the
New Year in January is considered a time for people to reconsider their lifestyles and make major changes. On the other hand,
springtime can also feel new, as the flowers bloom and the world awakes from the long winter. Many people clean their houses
in the spring, similar to New Year s osouji in Japan. But | think the feeling of new beginnings in spring is a lot less strong than
it is in Japan. The school year does not end until June, so students are still busy with their studies. Furthermore, American
children have a very long summer break lasting two to three months, with the new school year beginning in August. | think
this long break actually makes the transition into the new school year less exciting. The emotional highs of goodbyes and
graduations are over, and the children have months to rest and prepare for the new school year.
In some ways, | think the season of new beginnings in Japan is nice, especially when it comes to those leaving school and going
into the job force. America does not have anything like Japanese job-hunting, and instead college students are left on their own
to find a job, often in an extremely competitive environment. In America, becoming an adult can be a very solitary activity, as you
must find, apply and interview for a job alone, and once you find a job, in many cases you may be the only new young person in
your company, depending on your situation. Obviously there are positive and negative aspects to both systems, but | think there
is some comfort to be had in the fact that in Japan, young people go through the process of job hunting together.
Spring is my favorite time of year. The weather gets warmer and the days get longer and the world starts to feel more alive. The
excitement of new beginnings in Japan only makes it even better!
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