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Valentine’ s Day

This Sunday, February 14th is Valentine’ s Day. Since Valentine’ s Day does not have a lot of religious or historic
significance, it is celebrated in a variety of ways, and many people do not do anything at all. The biggest difference
between Valentine’ s Day in the US and Japan is that both men and women exchange cards or candy. For some people,
Valentine’ s Day is a day of romance. Many people go out on dates with their significant others, and along with Mother’
s Day and New Year s Eve, Valentine’ s Day is one of the busiest days of the year for restaurants. Valentine’ s Day is
not an official holiday in America, so many schools have celebrations for the children. When | was in Elementary schoal,
we would decorate boxes and then everyone would bring enough cards and candy for all of their classmates and put
them into the decorated boxes. Grocery stores sell special candy and cards with popular cartoon characters on them for
this purpose.

In addition to celebrating at school, my mom would also make handmade cards for me and my brother and to give us
along with our favorite candies. Many people criticize Valentine’ s Day in America as a commercial holiday that only
exists for chocolate companies to sell chocolate and card companies to sell cards. | don’ t take it very seriously, but |

think it" s a fun opportunity to send a card and candy to someone you care about to let them know you care!
Picture: Spongebob Valentine Cards
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