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Back-to-School Season

Hello, my name is Anna Roach-Howell and | am the new CIR in Minamiboso. | am from North Carolina in the south-
eastern United States. North Carolina is famous for having both beautiful mountains and beaches. Growing up, |
would often take day trips to the beach, so | am very excited to be living this close to the ocean. From now on | will
use the column to share aspects of daily life in America and my thoughts on life in Japan.

When | think of September in America, the first thing that comes to mind is back to school season. In the United
States, Elementary-High School traditionally starts at the end of August. Starting in late July, stores are filled with
backpacks, lunch boxes, and school supplies. About a month before school starts, parents and children will go to
an open house where they can find out which class their child will be in and meet the teacher. During this open
house, elementary school students receive a list of the supplies they need for the year. Growing up my favorite
part of going back to school was shopping-not only for school supplies but also new clothes. Every year | would get
a special outfit to wear on the first day when my mom took my picture before | left for school in the morning.
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