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A mariachi band at the University of North Texas

Cinco de Mayo
Cinco de Mayo means May 5th in Spanish. It is a holiday celebrated in the United States and Mexico to commemorate
an 1862 battle where the Mexican army defeated a French invasion at the city of Puebla. This is significant because
after the battle, no country in the Americas has been invaded by a European country.
Cinco de Mayo is celebrated by Mexicans and Mexican Americans as a way to show pride in their heritage. Most
non-Mexican Americans however, just use it as an excuse to eat Mexican food and drink. To celebrate, people typically
g0 to a Mexican restaurant, eat food such as tacos and guesadillas, and drink Mexican beer and margaritas. (A
margarita is a cocktail made with tequila, fruit juice, and ice blended together.)
Another important aspect of celebrating Cinco is listening to mariachi music. Mariachi bands typically consist of guitar,
acoustic bass guitar, trumpet, violin and vocals, and often perform at Mexican restaurants. They are also notable for
their distinctive clothing, including wide-brimmed hats called sombreros. J

| personally like Cinco de Mayo because Mexican food is my favorite in the world.
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