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SENFELR?

Japanese in American English

There are a lot of words in Japanese that come from English, but

did you know that there are also words in English that come from

Japanese? However, even though these words were derived from

Japanese, the meanings sometimes change a lot. Let’ s look at

some examples.

e Skosh (from “sukoshi” ): The pronunciation has changed a bit,
but the usage is mostly the same. Example: ‘Move a skosh to
the left.” This word is not that common and may be used more
by old people and people who live in the country.

e Honcho (from “hanchou” ); There is a phrase ‘head honcho”
in English and it used to refer to the top-ranking member of a
group. | don’ t think there are many people who know this word
comes from Japanese.

e Emoji: This word has become popular recently in America. The
pronunciation in English is different and is pronounced “ee-MQji.”
There have been faces made with punctuation since the 80s,
but they are called “emoticons” (short for “emotion icons” ).

e Anime: In the west, “anime” refers only to Japanese animation.
Animated features from other countries are called cartoons.
Note: If you call Mickey Mouse or other western cartoon
characters “anime,” you may be laughed at.

e Futon: In America, a “futon” is a cheap and uncomfortable
folding sofa bed. | think this is the funniest and most interesting
misused Japanese in English.

| became interested in Japanese words in English after learning

English words that are used differently in Japanese. These

include words like ‘cunning” (cheating on a test), “goal in”

(getting married), and “bed town” (commuter town). | made this

list because | wondered if there were similar words in English

taken from Japanese. What did you think of these examplesyf

Americanized Japanese?
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