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9/11 Reminiscences

As an American, every year in mid September | can't help but
think about the terrorist attacks on September 11th, 2001. And
since moving to Japan, | am often asked about my thoughts in
regards to that day. While today | understand the political and
economic significance of such an event, this wasn't always the
case.

On September 11th, 2001, | was suffering through another
7th grade English class when our teacher turned on the news to
see images of a tower with smoke billowing out. Unable to
understand what had happened we continued watching the T.V.
screen and saw a plane crash into the neighboring tower. We
then realized that this wasn't just an accident, but an act of
terrorism. Upon arriving home from school, without looking up
from the image of the collapsed tower on the T.V. screen, my
mother mentioned that my horseback riding lesson might be
canceled. | couldn't understand why the incident would affect me
in Ohio though, since the attack took place all the way in New
York.

The terrorist attacks that day led to war, an economic
downturn, and the creation of anti-terrorism laws in many
countries. Since the attacks | have learned that we are not only
connected to our localities, but to our countries and the world as
well. If an incident occurs in your neighborhood, or in your
country, or even in another part of the world, please don't think
that it doesn't affect you. Do what you can to help.

Please contact me with your stories or comments.

E-mail kimberly.miller@city.minamiboso.chiba.jp
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