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ways of spending our New Year's. First, on New Year's
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A Japanese-American New Year's

Happy New Year everyone!
Despite living in the U.S., my family has very Japanese

Eve we rush to a grocery store in Japantown and buy
» lots of Japanese food. Every year we
bump into 20 or more people we know
! --- it seems like every Japanese-
: American in the area is in Japantown
. that day. Then, we rush back home
to catch the Kouhaku year-end music
4 show on TV. On New Year's Day, we
eat ozon/ soup in the morning, zenzai
red bean soup for snack, and eat... and
" eat.

However, | always longed to do things | couldn't do
in America, like sit in a kotatsu table, or visit a temple
or shrine for hatsumoude. Thus, this year | looked very
forward to my first New Year's in Japan. Being with my
Japanese relatives | hardly ever see and my parents
who were visiting from America made this New Year's a
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