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How to Say Foreigner's Names

The other day, | was surprised when several of my
acquaintances said that they weren't sure if ‘Kim" was my
first or my last name! (It's my first name, by the way.)

Americans generally write their names first name first and
family name last; however, many Americans write their first
and last name in reverse when in Japan.
So | suppose there's no way to know if
it's their first or last name unless you
ask the person!

Another confusing thing about English
names is honaorifics. Honorifics are
usually attached to someone's last
name or full name. "Miss” is used for
unmarried ladies, ‘Mrs.” is used for
married women, “Ms.” is used if you are
unsure of a woman's marital status, and ‘Mr.” is used for
men. Although the equivalent “san’is used regularly in
Japan, these terms are only used in formal situations in the
U.S. so | may laugh at you if you call me “Miss Miller.”

Lastly, it doesn't matter if you call me by my first or my last
name. However, in the U.S., many parents call their children by
their full name when scolding them. | cringe even now when
someone uses my full name, so please try not to use it!
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