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Thanksgiving

Since coming to Japan, there is one particular
phrase that | hear often. Magazines and TV shows
frequently make comments such as “a tall, un-
Japanese nose” or “slender, un-Japanese physigue,”
giving high praise to anything ‘un-Japanese.”
Though it is meant to be a compliment, | can” t help

but get mixed feelings from this
& phrase that is also so critical of
one’ s own heritage

% In reality, there are many people
=& overseas that are envious of jet
black hair, or a petit build --- traits
often characterized as "Asian
beauty.” Yet, why is this phrase that
criticizes those same characteristics
used so frequently?

[t is often said that people want
what they don’ t have, but to me, that seems
like quite a shame. In November in the U.S.,
“Thanksgiving” gives us an opportunity to express
our thanks for the things we’ ve been blessed with.
So this month, | challenge you to try focusing on the
things you have as opposed to those you don” t and

4

pes and sizes

KIRFREFERRPEREZRA N FOBAEREL TVE
mERAAHAZ Y MEREIRE :

7 4] http://civil.mboso-etoko.jp/group/detail.asp?id=127
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express your appreciation for them.
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