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5th of the 5th month

Are you thinking that it's a little late for a May 5 article? Not at all! In fact, I would say that I am early.
May 5 is Children's Day in Japan, but in Chinese culture, the 5th of the 5th month of the lunar calendar is
June 22 this year. The 5th of the 5th month of the lunar calendar is the day to commemorate a certain great
man from ancient China. Rice dumplings and dragon boat competitions make up part of the celebration.

[ first found out that Japan also holds dragon boat competitions when I was studying at a university in
Kansai. My class went on a 2 hour excursion to Aioi City in southwest Hyogo Prefecture to watch the Peron
Festival as part of our seminar on culture comparison. The name ‘peron’ comes from the Chinese characters
which mean ‘white dragon’ , but in Mandarin, we call it long zhou’ which literally translates to ‘dragon boat’
in English. I remember watching the athletes competing in the summer heat and thinking “how youthful” ,
and could only laugh at my own lack of athleticism when I noticed that the elderly were also competing.

We researched about the origin of the Peron Festival in Aioi City and it seems like it began as an activity
organised by Nagasaki-born employees of a boat building company that moved to Aioi City. It is truly
amazing that a simple grassroots event has grown to become the huge annual event it is.

TELLAKRE HER—-F FF T b
"Lk “TEHNS cERICHESEF:93 =7 Fon U
KL T o VOERL SO B TOPFE s X
RTEAFTo>mbTAEBFE "W 20l
CEH R, Rp FRERFE S 20 giz K
SCHRAREIC A TCoERBEIFTEHE - LD i
O - XRrhpaglloTtdniyg-> #HE
BRAF I LOE ke hrELRE L =3
BYWELC pye % oo ilgd Ry
STRAERHN L =KD %I, e
nEeRS o - WEe "HAETgE HY
TEILToZH S WOBHI T EL g g
L)%E‘if:?ér’ #Z%E?’Eéom‘ :i)i‘
FLE A FES OVKREH [ % > n
X = D
IN A K L\IZ“_L\_!ULIJialT\‘/UU
S0 EC T ERUES
Ep YR g BE
To o H P EiuEw
IF em &
R &=
F A LEJ? A
Bl & 2 = W
v o0& »

10 20235/



HE 2 kK ES
HHC DS | HEHR < IREC

2OQIIRAL =

H K # K& S B <1k H# DL IR
o7 T L B o QMHIE R TR B E o e
N T O N< SEHEAH L Tz |
HE GRYSEO Y S 1o

PRI < I — 28 1 7T K BT
T B O QIR BRSEER {61 (o 3T
SORINOS T D | # ¢ FHR—<
YOwRIREVLS
B6D49°
IXSBIRHIN IR = A D
I T4 4o nQ 1K R R ER
350 R S 4 T
Atk il este= SRR
SH64°
X HAHN B R I I | G L HE S

ROV HIERSHER S EFE

WRHEE D& O IR e” £ LB

SISE
B x&HEK Q83 — —ocvo

1EDIHIP < HONDR 4 —

R HIP\ ELCHB(RIFK) NIL(K
FYEIR Y - KA D L v Q)
< HOHEER \ PR o~

TR\ < o QEHE I S B L - K
S Hbfon
< HOXEXE
o RIH" FHPUIEI O Srer)A)
o MUMEHID” 464 BT HIO 6O AR
REKRIeNA
o ERSVOEERS I NN
o < HIHE U © <R HEHE XK 0480
WKV
o £ HE S ERIRE RS A
o I-REIM 43 50 )
B -0
NI QM (K) RONITAT(X) SEE L
HIRRER CMIE ROV S <
s MR FROEP N~
YRE P AR~ VEE O H1° #427 £
o —~J L —NRODERIE L WA 4o
B #Rr R — ——o—

RBHRXE | i

WHKE Ottt

nmQM(X) - Jm(K)” PRESK
BRGRY KR REMER VRO
ROHEL | MEERRTREWIKE O o4
YR VOYEOERL 50”7 BRE
RPROIFWHKCEESCTESRKUO
XA KR QEERIRINO
R RS- MENE O EN-F- Q SEE IR

MR OH e HREMBKSVRS R’
S-BRX

NI m(X)

D~ ER R co i S RIK
REmW

NI m(X)

o SR~ o HIK
REEECH” BRSO VIVER
EEUDNTANWEE St RJE
Q (U QBT ) nd 1 484048 7, 600N L AHHIE D
S (eSy
B yuoiirs

QF — covoo

HREINORD O N\ i

WSYM-LIO SV

FROEOMYO O REINDDAD
DR R I N D\ N — R sy
RO 6D 49°

P’ EEBROKEZULR QDR
BRRIQOR<LUEFES R AN —HRY
HKESWVIHONER FROHEYIIRO

BN N—RBKT O SO i A

VA SE (Thet

40
g
R’
e

BHILS

11

20234 5R%



MM manpod
JJITI U1 A O, O i PR TS

HEHH

B o P TH =5 S B B A
NOBRND—OONA

[\S) =z}
N—owro =
W —o~ro B

—OuUh —
NOO— —

HRNTREEIO%E:

Le35C B B %45 2 5 [ BA
MFTEERRER @

PR7EM:,FP687- 1 (EHHX)
hBEE/ Eikk (BEER)

LLw>S
BEE S TEERIRDBE R EERERRR

SFHMRAFROERIICE, FFTOL SN —EBOBENED->TOET. THIAKR
BiEMEN 2 BRET, &ﬁ%‘%ﬁﬁwéé 28 & (_+/\nu) DVEDTY .

ol =TS Elb“?ﬁ%ﬁﬂs%@@ffﬁ;ﬁf%zjcﬁ’%b\EYEﬂ"CL)iﬁ‘ﬁ‘ H#J @%fm‘ci
SEOXTRRSNTOET, T BT IO - BRERE - FHO@rs, B
FEBESRORPBETHINTUET, N o

ﬁﬂio)ﬁiui\ RETHIORE 21 4 (1361) ICTATINEE (BUED LT 1EED
BRI ABZH B0, SROLIEEHIEL 72 &4 RENTLET,

EROBMTATT A, BBORSIRR SNILED S, T8 154 (1702) |5k -
%ﬁﬁ%aﬁwo)ﬁ%am@@ﬁ BRI AR THHENDRDET, B, il
HOMWHRFIC I, MEOEEELIIESEZ SNTHEY. C560ERRBICE, ZORE
B EEREOBER T INTNET,

’Aﬁﬁ N ¢ VF—EFoTELLAELEL LS. R¥T ML, FIEE - EEEOIRICL TR T

BEDIGE

KRG ! Lt - B ST

=2 - Bl - Bk - iFf

ez UID) Font
= = BPTNIZ AT 12 2023 F5 A5

ERERR 54 rERALTLET.

oM EY )

HOFS o S TP BS AN S J Al ORS¢



