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What | am Thankful for

In the spirit of Thanksgiving (Nov. 23), | want to use this column to share what | am thankful for.

First, | am thankful for my high school and college Japanese teachers, who never once told me that | wasn’t
good enough. | am thankful for my parents and sister, who are still supporting me even while my career takes me
farther away from them.

| am thankful for my Japanese friends in college, who taught me that it was okay to make mistakes and to have
confidence in myself.

| am thankful for my coworkers, who smiled at me the first time | met them and made me feel welcome.

| am thankful to my predecessor Anna and to my foreign peers here who help me with various things.

| am thankful to everyone | have met here who isn’'t afraid to talk to me because | am foreign.

| am thankful to those who invite me into their homes or to go out somewhere.

As a foreigner, it's easy to feel that you are not accepted because of how you look or your language ability.
But thanks to many people, I've never felt | don't belong here. | love Japan, and | hope to be here for a long time.
Thanks to these and many other people, that future is looking very possible.
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